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ENGL 2148: Introduction to Shakespeare’s Plays 
 

31 Allen Hall 
MWF 12:30-1:20 

Prof. Kathryn Will 
kwill@lsu.edu 
 

Office: 328 Allen Hall 
Office hours: MTW 2:30-  
3:30 & by appointment

 
      Course Description 
What does Shakespeare have to do with Crest toothpaste and 
the U.S. presidential election? You’ll find out as we dive into 
nine of Shakespeare’s most famous plays and learn why they 
inspire so many adaptations, homages, and parodies. Our main 
focus will be on understanding Shakespeare’s plays both as 
literature and as peformance texts. To do so, we’ll explore a 
variety of questions, including: What tools can we use to 
understand Shakespeare’s figurative language and its effects 
on readers and viewers? What can (and can’t) his plays tell us 
about 16th- and 17th-century English culture? How have the 
plays been shaped by historical attitudes and events, and in 
what ways are they “universal” or “timeless”? Over the course of 
the semester, you can expect to do the following: 
 

!  Read Shakespeare’s plays closely and analytically 
✍   Record your ideas & analyses in a commonplace book 
"  Watch excerpts from films & theatrical productions 

!   Stage & perform a group scene for the class 
#    Write 2 formal papers & take 2 exams 

 
 
 
This is a General Education Humanities course, which should: 

"    give students an understanding of their own cultural traditions and those of other cultures, locally, 
 nationally, and internationally; 
"   lead students to reflect on fundamental questions that human beings have faced, whatever their 
 diverse backgrounds and cultures 
"   introduce students to the humanities disciplines, such as literature, history, philosophy, religious 
 studies, and language. 
 
Students in such courses should be able to: 
"   read a variety of texts, comprehending and interpreting both literal and figurative meaning, and 
 paraphrasing passages accurately; 
"   identify larger themes, structures, literary devices, and rhetorical patterns in texts; 
"   place and interpret texts within a discursive tradition and within broader cultural and historical 
 contexts. 

 
 

 

Shakespeare’s head borrowed from a Mardi Gras 
float & displayed at the Shakespeare Association 
conference in New Orleans, March 2016. 
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Grade Breakdown 
Participation (indiv & group) + daily work + quizzes 
Commonplace book 
Group scene prep & performance 
Essay #1 
Midterm exam 
Essay #2 
Final exam 

10 % 
15 
10 
15 
15 
15 
20 

 
Course Requirements 

Reading 
All assignments will be announced in class and posted on Moodle. You should check Moodle & your 
LSU email daily for course info & announcements. If a reading is not in your Norton textbook, I’ll 
provide it as a handout or on Moodle. Give yourself plenty of time to read and re-read the plays, first 
for comprehension, then for analysis. Always read with a pen/pencil in hand; record notes and 
questions in the text itself, in a notebook, and/or in your commonplace book (see below). 
 
Participation 
Your regular participation is vital to the course’s success and yours! Everyone begins with a 75% (C). I’ll 
add or subtract up to 2% weekly based on your: (1) preparedness & professionalism in the classroom, 
including bringing the textbook; (2) consistent, thoughtful contributions to in-class discussions; (3) 
engaged group work; and (4) attendance at office hours to discuss Shakespeare, your assignments, or 
other aspects of the class. 
 
Daily work 
I’ll occasionally ask you to complete small assignments for a √ grade out of 10 points. The scale is: 

√+ (10) – A range – The work is thoughtful, complex, and detailed, and shows careful effort. It is the 
required length or longer, and contains no major spelling, grammar, and/or mechanical errors. 
 
√ (8) – B-C range – The work has been completed, but it could benefit from more detail, specific 
analysis, and/or fuller expansion {OR} It has multiple spelling, grammar, and/or mechanical errors. 
 
√- (6) – D-F range – Little to no thought or effort has been put into the work {OR} It is well short of 
the length requirement {OR} It contains many spelling, grammar, and/or mechanical errors {OR} It is 
handwritten rather than typed. 
 

Quizzes 
I’ll give occasional graded & ungraded quizzes (10 points) to ensure you’re keeping up with readings, 
understanding the plays, and engaging with the class concepts and analytical frames. 
 
Attendance 
Excused absences may be taken for university-approved reasons (see PS-22). One unexcused absence is 
allowed; keep in mind that you can’t make up quizzes, nor do I accept late work unless you are absent 
for a university-approved reason. Each unexcused absence after the first will reduce your combined 
“Participation + daily work + quizzes” grade by 5%. Timeliness counts, too: our class periods are short, 
so 2 late arrivals (more than 10 minutes) = 1 unexcused absence. 
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Commonplace book 
The commonplace book is where you’ll record targeted notes and analyses of the plays and our class 
activities throughout the semester. I’ll outline the requirements early in the term. 
 
Groups & scene performances 
Everyone will be assigned a group for in-class activities & close readings. Your group will also select and 
perform a scene on a scheduled date; I’ll provide more details about this early in the term. Once you’ve 
met your group members, record their names and e-mail addresses here: 
 
Name________________________________ 

Name________________________________ 

Name________________________________ 

E-mail______________________________ 

E-mail______________________________ 

E-mail______________________________

Grading Scale 
According to the Office of the University Registrar, “Plus/Minus Grading is required for all 
undergraduate, graduate, and professional courses using the A through F letter grading system. The 
letter grades A, B, C, and D have the suffix plus (+) or minus (-) included to distinguish higher and lower 
performances within each of these letter grades. The letter grade F does not include the plus/minus 
distinction.” 
 
For determining mid-term and final grades, the following scale will be used: 

 
Course Policies

Classroom conduct  
Everyone’s identities and ideas deserve consideration and respect, so treat our classroom as a 
welcoming space. Address your classmates by name and make eye contact when you respond to them 
or pick up on their ideas. The plays will sometimes provoke discussions of complex and difficult topics, 
so strive to learn from one another and respond with sensitivity—I’ll do the same. If you find yourself 
contributing excessively, pause and allow others time to gather their thoughts so they can volunteer.  
 
Phones & laptops 
Please don’t take out your phone unless I’ve specifically asked you to. Laptops are permitted for 
documented learning accommodations or when I request you bring them; otherwise, I prohibit them 
for reasons I’ll explain in class. (If a laptop is included in your learning accommodations, please let me 
know at the beginning of the term.) In all cases, use technology wisely; if I notice you’re distracted by it, 
you’ll lose participation points. If it’s an ongoing problem, I’ll ask you to leave and give you an 
unexcused absence.  
 
Submitting your work 
Everything you turn in should be typed and formatted using the Academic Essay Guidelines posted on 
Moodle. An unexcused absence means you forfeit any grades for that day’s work, including graded 

100-97=A+ 89-87=B+ 79-77=C+ 69-67=D+ 59 and below=F 
96-93=A 86-83=B 76-73=C 66-63=D  
92-90=A- 82-80=B- 72-70=C- 62-60=D-  



 
 

4 

quizzes. Homework turned in late won’t be graded. Late formal papers will be penalized by 10% per 
day, so 3 days after the due date, a 95% would become a 65%. 
 
C x C writing support 
Communication Across the Curriculum writing tutors are terrific resources: they can help you during all 
stages of the writing process, from planning and drafting to revising. Writing tutors will discuss options 
to improve development, organization, audience adaptation, sentence structure, or usage, and work 
with you to set long-term goals that will transfer to future writing tasks. Schedule an appointment in 151 
Coates at http://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/cxc/studios/studio151/writing/. 
 
Office hours 
I encourage you to come to my office to discuss the course, readings, your essays, etc.; I enjoy getting to 
know you better! Office visits will also help your participation grade if you don’t feel comfortable 
speaking up in class. Note: If you have quick questions or comments, feel free to talk with me before or 
after class (you’re welcome to walk with me to my next section). You can also send brief questions by e-
mail to kwill@lsu.edu. If your question requires a longer discussion, please visit my office instead. 
 
Academic integrity 
According to section 10.1 of the LSU Code of Student Conduct, “A student may be charged with 
Academic Misconduct” for a variety of offenses, including the following: unauthorized copying, 
collusion, or collaboration; “falsifying” data or citations; “assisting someone in the commission or 
attempted commission of an offense”; and plagiarism, which is defined in section 10.1.H as a “lack of 
appropriate citation, or the unacknowledged inclusion of someone else's words, structure, ideas, or 
data; failure to identify a source, or the submission of essentially the same work for two assignments 
without permission of the instructor(s).” Don’t let desperate measures lead you to plagiarize others’ 
words or work. We’ll discuss how to cite plays and others’ ideas using MLA style, but please see me if 
you have questions. A good rule of thumb: when in doubt, ask. If still in doubt, cite. 
 
Disability code & accommodations 
According to our General Catalog, The Office of Disability Services assists students in identifying and 
developing accommodations and services to help overcome barriers to the achievement of personal 
and academic goals. Services are provided for students with temporary or permanent disabilities. 
Accommodations and services are based on the individual student's disability-based need. Students 
must provide current documentation of their disabilities. Students should contact the office early so 
that necessary accommodations can be arranged. 
 
I’m happy to provide accommodations to students with documented learning differences and 
disabilities, and I will strive to protect your privacy. Please e-mail me or come see me within the first two 
weeks of class to talk about any accommodations you’ll need. 


