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ENG 1001: ENGLISH COMPOSITION 

 
Section 15: 55 Allen, 8:30-9:20       
Section 29: 114 Audubon, 9:30-10:20       
Section 54: 38 Allen, 1:30-2:20 
 
Prof. Kathryn Will 
Office: 328 Allen Hall 
Office hours: MTW 2:30-3:30 & by appointment 
Email: kwill@lsu.edu 
 
Course Description 

At the University and beyond, reading, thinking, and 
writing are intertwined. In most disciplines and 
professions, you’ll need to convey facts, ideas, 
opinions, and recommendations using clear, 
coherent prose. This course is designed to develop 
the skills you’ll need to write compellingly at LSU and beyond. By writing often, you’ll become familiar 
and comfortable with your own writing process. You’ll learn how to prewrite, draft, and revise, both 
alone and with peers; to make complex, well-supported arguments; and to develop your own writer’s 
voice. While our readings and discussions will help you to sharpen your critical eye, the class’s many 
writing opportunities will allow you to explore and share ideas while developing your writing skills. 

English 1001 is a General Education course in the English Composition Area, which is designed to 
develop the following competency: LSU graduates will conduct research-based inquiry, including 
articulation of complex disciplinary and interdisciplinary problems, effective evaluation and analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, and integration of relevant information into original discourse. 

Learning Outcomes 

1. Demonstrate ability in written analysis and synthesis. 
2. Undertake writing as a recursive process that develops and transforms thought. 
3. Learn how to conduct basic research and use it effectively in written works. 
 a. Learn how to use the resources of the LSU library. 
 b. Interpret, evaluate, integrate, and document information gathered from print and online 
      sources. 
 c. Understand a research assignment as a series of tasks that include finding, analyzing, and 
      synthesizing information from primary and secondary sources. 
 d. Integrate information from sources into writing and document this information      
       appropriately. 
4. Respond appropriately to different kinds of rhetorical situations, with a focus on purpose and the    
     needs of various audiences using appropriate genre conventions. 
5. Adopt appropriate voice, tone, and level of formality. 
6. Apply knowledge of structure and organization, paragraphing, and mechanics. 

Course Requirements 

Your grade will be calculated based on the following percentages. (See p. 5 for the grading scale.) 

10%         Participation 
20            Drafts, small assignments, & quizzes 
15             Rhetorical analysis of visual text  

REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
Available at the LSU bookstore: 
 
• Writing Analytically With 

Readings, LSU Edition, 
Rosenwasser & Stephen 
(WAR on the schedule) 

• First-Year Student Writing 
Guide, 3rd edn., Marks et al. 
(Mike on the schedule) 

 
Please bring both books to every 
class. 



 2 

15             Annotated bibliography 
20            Rhetorical analysis of written text 
20            Issue analysis & presentation 
 
Attendance 
When students have valid reasons for absence (see PS-22), they are responsible “for providing 
reasonable advance notification and appropriate documentation of the reason for the absence” and 
“for making up examinations, obtaining lecture notes, and otherwise compensating for what may have 
been missed.” Teachers “will assist those students who have valid reasons,” but some in-class activities 
are difficult to make up. Valid reasons that must be documented include: Illness; serious family 
emergency; special curricular requirements such as judging trips or field trips; court-imposed legal 
obligations such as subpoenas or jury duty; military obligations; serious weather conditions; religious 
observances (see the interfaith calendar website); official participation in varsity athletic competitions 
or university musical events. 
 
Absences without valid reasons, or unexcused absences, are limited to three per term in classes that 
meet three times a week (e.g., MWF) and two per term in classes that meet two times a week (e.g., 
TTH or MW). Beyond these limits, each unexcused absence will lower the final course grade by one 
grade increment: for example, a B+ goes to a B, a B goes to a B-, and a B- goes to a C+. 
 
NOTE: DOCUMENTATION FOR ABSENCES ARE DUE TO THE INSTRUCTOR WITHIN A WEEK 
FOLLOWING THE ABSENCE. 

An unexcused absence also means a 0 for that day’s classwork. Timeliness counts, too: our class 
periods are short, so 2 notably late arrivals = 1 unexcused absence. Also, I’ll periodically schedule 
individual conferences with you to discuss your drafts. These conferences are mandatory and will 
count towards attendance. 

Participation 
Your regular participation is vital to the course’s success and yours! Everyone begins with an 80%=B-. 
I’ll add or subtract up to 2% weekly based on your (1) preparedness & professionalism in the 
classroom, including bringing course materials; (2) consistent, respectful contributions to in-class 
and/or online discussions; (3) thoughtful peer reviews; and (4) attendance at office hours to discuss 
your work or other aspects of the class.  

Drafts & Daily Class Work 
Small daily assignments and paper drafts will be graded on a 10-point √ scale, as follows: 

√+ (10) – A range – The work is thoughtful, complex, and detailed, and shows careful effort. 
It is the required length or longer, and contains no major spelling, grammar, and/or 
mechanical errors. 
 
√ (8) – B-C range – The work has been completed, but it could benefit from more detail, 
specific analysis, and/or fuller expansion {OR} It has multiple spelling, grammar, and/or 
mechanical errors. 
 
√- (6) – D-F range – Little to no thought or effort has been put into the work {OR} It is well 
short of the length requirement {OR} It contains many spelling, grammar, and/or mechanical 
errors {OR} It is handwritten rather than typed. 
 

You will conduct reviews of peers’ papers for every major assignment, so never miss review days. If 
you come to a review day without a draft, you will receive a 0 for it and lose participation points, since 
your participation grade includes your thoughtful attention to & engagement with your fellow 
students’ work. 
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Quizzes 
I’ll give frequent ungraded quizzes to help you gauge your own mastery of class readings and concepts. 
I’ll also give some graded quizzes (10 points each) to ensure you’re keeping up with readings. 

Papers 
Since this is a writing course, papers will make up 70% of your grade. Over the course of the term, 
you’ll write four drafts, each of which you will revise and hand in as a final document. These are 
arranged in a sequence designed to build on the thinking and writing skills you’ll acquire during the 
term. The papers are as follows: (1) rhetorical analysis of a visual argument (1000 words); (2) 
annotated bibliography (750-1000 words); (3) rhetorical analysis of a written text (1250 words); (4) 
issue analysis (1500 words). 

Course Policies 
Classroom conduct  
Everyone’s identities and ideas deserve consideration and respect. Address your classmates by name 
and make eye contact when you respond to them or pick up on their ideas. Treat our classroom as a 
welcoming space, and strive to listen to and learn from one another even if—and especially when—you 
disagree. If you find yourself contributing excessively, pause and allow others time to gather their 
thoughts so they can volunteer.  
 
Phones & laptops 
Please don’t take out your phone unless I’ve specifically asked you to. Laptops are permitted for 
documented learning accommodations or when I request you bring them; otherwise, I prohibit them 
for reasons I’ll explain in class. (If a laptop is included in your learning accommodations, please let me 
know at the beginning of the term.) Use technology wisely; if I notice you’re distracted by it, you’ll 
lose participation points. If it’s an ongoing problem, I’ll ask you to leave class and count it as an 
unexcused absence.  
 
Quality of work 
Everything you turn in should be typed and formatted using the guidelines on p. 5 of this syllabus. As 
a matter of respect for me and your fellow students, the drafts you submit for feedback should always 
be complete. We’ll spend some time practicing grammar and mechanics, but if you feel your writing 
needs more fine-tuning in this area, come talk with me. You might also consider working regularly 
with a Writing Center tutor. 
 
Submitting your work 
An unexcused absence means you forfeit any grades for that day’s work, and missed graded quizzes 
may not be made up. Late homework assignments will not be graded. For late major papers, I will 
reduce the overall grade by 10% for each late day. 
 
Academic integrity 
According to section 10.1 of the LSU Code of Student Conduct, “A student may be charged with 
Academic Misconduct” for a variety of offenses, including the following: unauthorized copying, 
collusion, or collaboration; “falsifying” data or citations; “assisting someone in the commission or 
attempted commission of an offense”; and plagiarism, which is defined in section 10.1.H as a “lack of 
appropriate citation, or the unacknowledged inclusion of someone else's words, structure, ideas, or 
data; failure to identify a source, or the submission of essentially the same work for two assignments 
without permission of the instructor(s).” Don’t let desperate measures lead you to plagiarize others’ 
words or work. We’ll discuss this more in class, but please see me if you have questions about 
particular instances. A good rule of thumb: when in doubt, ask. If still in doubt, cite. 
 
Office hours 
Proactively talking with professors outside class is vital to your success at LSU. I encourage you to 
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come to my office to discuss the course readings, your drafts, my comments, and your ideas in general; 
I enjoy getting to know you better! Plus, our draft discussions will help you organize ideas, develop 
focused theses, and brainstorm interesting examples, making your papers stronger and more fun for 
me to read. Office visits will also help your participation grade if you don’t feel comfortable speaking 
up in class. Note: If you have quick questions or comments, feel free to talk with me before or after 
class (you’re welcome to walk with me to my next section). You can also send brief questions by e-mail 
to kwill@lsu.edu. If your question requires a longer discussion, please visit my office instead. 
 
C x C writing support 
Communication Across the Curriculum writing tutors are terrific resources: they can help you during 
all stages of the writing process, from planning and drafting to revising. (Keep in mind, though, that 
the most useful conferences happen early in the writing process.) Writing tutors will discuss options to 
improve various features of a written text – development, organization, audience adaptation, sentence 
structure, or usage, and work with you to set long-term goals that will transfer to future writing tasks. 
Schedule an appointment in 151 Coates at http://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/cxc/studios/studio151/writing/. 
 
Disability code & accommodations 
According to our General Catalog, The Office of Disability Services assists students in identifying and 
developing accommodations and services to help overcome barriers to the achievement of personal 
and academic goals. Services are provided for students with temporary or permanent disabilities. 
Accommodations and services are based on the individual student's disability-based need. Students 
must provide current documentation of their disabilities. Students should contact the office early so 
that necessary accommodations can be arranged. 
 
I’m happy to provide accommodations to students with documented learning differences and 
disabilities, and I will strive to protect your privacy. Please e-mail me or come see me within the first 
two weeks of class to talk about any accommodations you’ll need. 
 

Grade Scale 
According to the Office of the University Registrar, “Plus/Minus Grading is required for all 
undergraduate, graduate, and professional courses using the A through F letter grading system. The 
letter grades A, B, C, and D have the suffix plus (+) or minus (-) included to distinguish higher and 
lower performances within each of these letter grades. The letter grade F does not include the 
plus/minus distinction.”  
 
For determining midterm and final grades, the following scale will be used:  
 
100-97 = A+ 89-87 = B+ 79-77 = C+ 69-67 = D+ 59 and below =F 

96-93 = A 86-83 = B 76-73 = C 66-63 = D  

92-90 = A- 82-80 = B- 72-70 = C- 62-60 = D-  
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Kermit T. Frog 

English 1001-15 

Prof. Will 

Aug. 22, 2016 

How to Format An Academic Essay   
 

 Your name, the class, instructor’s name, and the date should appear at the top of the page. 

The title should be centered below that, no bigger than your text font size. Leave a space before 

you begin the body text.  The body text should be double-spaced unless otherwise specified. 

 Don’t use extra spaces between paragraphs—those indicate section breaks. If Word is doing this 

automatically, go to Home, look in the Paragraph section, use the “Line and Paragraph Spacing” 

menu (with up & down arrows), and choose “Remove space after paragraph.” 

 One-inch margins on the top, bottom, and sides of the page are standard. Many students 

have been tempted to enlarge the margins to stretch out a paper that is too short. However, this is 

very noticeable, so don’t try it. New paragraphs should be indented half an inch (a stroke of the 

“tab” key should take care of this). Choose a readable, attractive font like Times New Roman, 

Calibri, or Garamond that is 12-point in size. Make sure your pages are numbered and printed 

clearly in black ink. Staple the pages together, since paper clips tend to fall off or snag other 

papers. Ta-da—you have a professional-looking essay ready to turn in! 

 

This will never happen. 


